CHAIRMAN’S 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

12:30
Opening and introduction: Mr. Patrice Robineau, Acting Deputy Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

On behalf of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe it is my pleasure to welcome you to this Ministerial Side event ‘PRTRs Now! How Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers can promote Pan-European Environmental and Public Health.’ This event is co-sponsored by the European Environment Agency, The Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe and the European ECO Forum.  

The advent of the UNECE Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers, developed under the auspices of the Aarhus Convention (Aarhus 1998) and signed in Kiev in May 2003, and launch of the European Pollutant Emission Register (EPER) in February 2004, are two recent landmarks in the development the pan-European public’s right-to-know about the sources of pollutants.  Today we will review progress in development of national and regional PRTRs and address how the application of the principles and elements of the Aarhus Convention and its PRTR Protocol and their incorporation into the design of the future ‘European-PRTR’ could support the development of a pan-European environmental health information system. 

Today’s speakers are grouped into three sections.  During the first section we will hear about how the Aarhus Convention PRTR Protocol is transforming the existing European Pollutant Emission Register (EPER) into a European-PRTR system, the first truly regional pollutant register in world.  The creation of such a European-wide register covering 25 countries with a combined population of 455 millions raises new possibilities for the application of PRTR information to the pan-European environment and health policy agenda.

Our speakers in the 2nd section will examine “Implementation of registers at the national level” with lessons drawn from our host country Hungary’s implementation of EPER and from Serbia and Montenegro’s effort to establish a PRTR system from a different baseline.  The REC will complete this section by providing a comparative perspective on capacity needs across the CEE region.

Finally we will hear from two distinguished experts from the field of environmental health and explore how pollutant registers may be applied creatively to the promotion of pan-European environment and public health.  We hope there will be time remaining for discussion with the audience.
